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Letter from the Board

Last year demonstrated what is possible when people work together. As a 100% volunteer organization, Taking Root
depends on partnerships and shared commitment. Nonprofit organizations, local governments, schools, businesses,
faith communities, and individual volunteers contributed their time, expertise, and resources. Through these
collaborations, we planted 389 trees, protected existing ones, expanded educational programs, and helped
communities build the knowledge needed to care for their local canopy.

One of the most exciting developments in 2025 was the momentum behind our Miyawaki mini-forest initiative. We
visited one of the oldest Miyawaki forests in the United States, across the border in Indiana, and were energized! We
decided to bring this innovative approach to the Cincinnati region. By the end of the year, Taking Root built the
necessary partnerships, conducted more research and secured two grants to plant multiple urban forests. Taking Root
and partners will plant two forests in 2026, and at least two more in 2027. These dense, biodiverse forests can
transform small spaces into thriving ecosystems in a few years, offering a new tool for increasing urban canopy.

Our work continued across other fronts. We mulched and pruned trees at Cincinnati Public Schools, jumpstarted a
relationship to work with and educate Girl Scouts, distributed money to three communities through our Mini-grant
program, and planted 110 trees in Highland Cemetery to rejuvenate their legacy trees. Educational programs like our
Tree Professionals Seminar, the Great Tree Summit, and our informal Tree Talk & Brews saw increased participation
across the board.

Behind the scenes, the organization also made strides to ensure long-term stability. We strengthened financial
management, launched a brokerage account, and began building stronger systems for volunteer engagement,
communications, and project coordination. These steps position Taking Root to sustain and expand its impact.

This report represents not just a year of accomplishments, but a growing movement of people who care deeply about
the places where we live and the trees that make them healthier, cooler, and more vibrant.

Thanks for taking a look,

The Taking Root Board of Directore
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Taking Root serves Butler, Clermont, Hamilton and
Warren counties in Ohio; Boone, Campbell and Kenton
counties in Kentucky; and Dearborn in Indiana.

Together, we are helping our region's tree canopy
take root’ and thrive for generations to come.




2025 Impact of Tree Projects

1,083,454

768

389 262,716

(gallons) (pounds) (pounds)
Stormwater Runoff Air Pollutants Filtered Carbon Dioxide Avoided
Trees Avoided

The total environmental

" menmenons 1 1,600,661 § 287,583

(pounds)
Carbon Dioxide
Sequestered

(gallons)
Rainfall Intercepted

* Lifetime estimates based on Tree for Me calculator outputs
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Taking Root Programs

Miyawaki Mini Forests: Plantings in small spaces within low
canopy neighborhoods build community and provide research
opportunities. The fast-growing tiny forests provide benefits to
urban areas: cooling the area surrounding them, filtering air
pollutants, and soaking up rainfall during heavy downpours.

Employee Volunteer Days: We provide planning, tree expertise
and training for successful tree plantings for your service day or
for marking a business milestone.

Youth Education & Plantings: We partnered with Cincinnati
Public Schools to plant 100 trees and engage 1,000 students in
educational activities. We are partnering with Scouting troops
offering tree education and tree planting experiences.

Mini-Grant Program: Once approved, Taking Root supplies
funds, expertise and advice to non-profit organizations to plant
and protect trees. Schools, parks, preserves, places of worship,
and communities with public spaces are encouraged to apply.

Taki
O

Tree for Me: Taking Root distributes free, 5—6-ft. trees to residents
in selected communities. We prioritize plantings where tree canopy
is low and areas where natural or man-made disaster have reduced
existing tree canopy.

Educational Events: 1) Tree Professionals Seminar is an annual
seminar about trees and tree health. The event provides continuing
education credits for tree professionals across the region and is open
to everyone. 2) Great Tree Summit is an annual educational event
covering the importance of trees and how to protect them.

The event, held in February, is free and open to everyone.

Community and Ad Hoc Projects: Past projects include memorial
trees, pruning education, and native tree sales. Presentations on a
variety of tree topics are offered to local governments and
organizations.
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Innovative Mini Forest Initiative i

' Why Miyawaki Mini-Forests?
o A M|yawak| mini-forest is a small; der)sely planted

. forest created using native speC|es that would

24 A 4% AR ONAR P < Rapid growth: Dense planting and soil
U naturally grow'in aregion. Trees and shrubs are A1 0 ViR AN preparation allow trees to grow up to 10 times
“*% planted close together in Iayers—groundcover , L E. A EERR  faster than traditional plantings.

understoryand canopy—so the forest grows quickly o _ _ _

High biodiversity: Native species planted in
and becomes largely Self‘SUStammg within a few g e ' layers create habitat for birds, pollinators, and
years. ‘ ] e : other wildlife.

Efficient land use: Even a small parcel—
sometimes as small as a tennis court—can
become a thriving forest.

Climate resilience: Mini-forests help cool
neighborhoods, reduce urban heat, absorb
stormwater, and improve air quality.

Low long-term maintenance: After the first few
years of care, the forest becomes largely self-
sustaining.

' 4 Community engagement: These projects bring
Taking Root Board members and volunteers visited Arvm Sango in Madlson : volunteers, schools, and local organizations

Indlana and attended the B|o4GI|m te conference to further research the . together to plant and care for trees.

-plantlng mefthod P e i H RO gl S R AR N,
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Regional Miyawaki Mini Forest Coalition Urahing

Root

Planning for 2026 Spring and Autumn Mini Forest Plantings

Partners include:

in Camp Washington began in 2025. e UCField Center
S - ' e Cincinnati Parks &
“ o Transportation

N

# ! '3; , Ohio Valley Forestry Fellowship

Camp Washington civic and
business communities

Goods and Services Provided by:
e Kendrick and O’Dell

e Evans Landscaping

e Plant Cincinnati

Funded by:
e Bell Charitable Foundation
e Cincinnati Parks Foundation
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Girl Scouts Taing

Root

Girl Scouts

 Planted at the Cardinal Land
Conservancy HQ in Loveland.

e Each Scout received copy of
book, "The Man Who Planted
Trees".

* Their bur oak, which they name
“Tree-na” is thriving.

e Expanding relationship with the
Girl Scouts in 2026.

e
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Mini-Grants Advice, Expertise and Funds Taking

2025 Mini-Grants Awarded

* City of Newport - Spring planting

HERITAGE ABRES in West Newport as part of overall

goal of planting 1,000 trees in the
MEMORIAL SANCTUARY neighborhood by 2028. This

funding is necessary due to the

* Heritage Acres Memorial Sanctuary, termination of the national Urban
Cincinnati - Level 1 Certified and Community Forestry Grant.
Arboretum planting new woody
plants in a certified wetland area; *  Christ the King Lutheran Church,
educating volunteers on tree West Chester - To plant and
planting and necessity of wetland maintain a visible mini-forest for
ecosystems. education, awareness and

ecosystem benefits.

Apply at
takingroot.info/mini-grants

. b e g -
. -
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Tree Distribution
Organizer

.‘.“:;‘ —— - -a. =

District

Free trees distributed to
hard hit communities

Program Partners

Takin

OKI

Ohlln K‘n‘hlch'!' ldllnl
Regional Ce cill of Crov e

210 trees distributed in Bethel

Grant provided by: @ E‘g"ﬁ E:STRY

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
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CPS Tree Mulching Umg

Mulched 71 Trees

o 16 Cincinnati Public Schools

Mulched and pruned

In discussions with
CPS and other
partners to ensure
all campuses have
Green Schoolyards
and tree
maintenance

UC interns helped
led by Dr. Ken
Petren

Hope to make this
an annual event

DISTINCTIVE GARDEN SOLUTIONS

Kendrick & O’Dell

DESIGN « IMPLEMENTATION «» MANAGEMENT

£ ._
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Great Tree Summit

eb. 2025 in
Kenton County

125 attendees
7 speakers, Silent Auction

. L ‘,/‘ N
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our region’s trees and forests.

Dave Bienemann Josh Hill

| AWARD

Recognizing those who have helped
advance the goals of Taking Root —
planting trees, managing our forests,
promoting the benefits of trees, and

Dave Gressley
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HERITACE AWARD

The Heritage Award recognizes
individuals who have contributed to
the protection and enhancement of

Lisa Hag
JOHNNY APPLESEED

fostering stewardship and engaging people.

(@ )Taking Root

2025 TREE HERO AWARDS

PEASLEE AWARD

Honoring the memory and legacy of John B.
Peaslee, the Superintendant who closed
Cincinnati schools on April 27, 1882, so students
could plant trees in an abandoned vineyard
that has since become our beautiful Eden Park.

X

Dan Boone

JOHN ASTON
WARDER AWARD

Honoring the memory and legacy of John Ashton
Warder, a prominent local physician, who helped
create the American Forestry Association in 1875.

John Al;!en ‘Bet‘\tley (pt;ﬁthumous)

Annual Tree Hero Awards

Celebrating the people and partners who are
growing, protecting, and championing
trees— advancing a healthier, more resilient
regional tree canopy.

John Alden Bentley: Shaped Cincinnati’s landscape and leaders
through decades of design excellence, mentorship, and civic
leadership.

Dan Boone: A trusted field expert whose deep knowledge of
native plants advances research, conservation, and discovery
across the Eastern U.S.

Dave Bienemann: Transformed Hamilton’s urban forest by
planting thousands of trees, strengthening resilience, and
securing major support for canopy growth.

Lisa Haglund: Mobilized volunteers to restore Burnet Woods and
built a model for community-led stewardship across Cincinnati
Parks.

Josh Hill: Preserving the Mt. Airy Arboretum’s future by curating
its collections and building a lasting record of its living history.

Dave Gressley: Advanced Taking Root’s mission through hands-
on leadership that brought hundreds of trees to life across the
region.



Tree Professionals Seminar

Dec 2025 N
Cincinnati

i 77 attendees
— 7 speakers
: = ISA, AICP, OCVN CEUs “‘%

e R
B S e O S
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Rooted in Community

%

The

Taking Root collaborates regionally: s _ Is\lfe;’va I’Cl](Sh P
C22» INeTWOr

Greater Cincinnati Stewardship Collaborative

® New regional coalition, facilitated by The Cincinnati Nature Center and the Civic
Garden Center

® Based on The Stewardship Network model to Connect, Equip, and Mobilize
e Working together for common goals to preserve our natural resources

Strategic Partnership for Greener Schoolyards

® CPS-focused coalition of organizations supporting district-wide maintenance and
sustainability plans for each school campus

e Led by Green Umbrella and Keep Cincinnati Beautiful with partners including the
Reds, Cincinnati City Council, and Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Gardens
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parenting center

Beech Acres Tree Plantings @% BeechAcres. (& )i

plant 175 trees throughout the
Cincinnati area in recognition
of their 175th anniversary

25 gallon/10ft trees .

Raised $4800 for Taking Root .
to date. .

> - - = 3 . f » - N
L A s o P , SR AL
. - . T4 ~
A

ng Root Annual

2025 Taki

Supporting Beech Acres Locations of planted trees as
Parenting Center’s plan to of 12/31/25

Cardinal Land Conservancy,
Loveland

Greenlawn Cemetery, Milford

Beech Acres Park, Anderson
Parks

Civic Garden Center

Badgley Run Parks, Cincinnati
Parks

Victory Park, Norwood

Seven Gables Park, Symmes
Township

Boone County Arboretum
Adath Israel, Amberley Campus
Two private homes

ik g | https://beechacres.org/175-tree-planting/



Educational Talks, Demonstrations

No Mulch
Volcanoes!

iNo montafas de mulch!

T e R
' ’ Mulch volcanoes
kill trees

Las montafas de mulch matan los drboles

Keep mulch 2"-3" away
from trunk

Mantenga el mulch de 2- 3 pulgadas
alejado del tronco del arbol

How to

(& abing Root

Plant a Tree

1.Call before you dig: A few days before you dig, call 811 to avoid any

underground lines,

2. Dig the hole 2-3 times wider than the root ball and no deeper than the
root flare (the wide area where the trunk joins the root system).

3.1f planting a balled and burlapped tree, remove all rope, burlap and
metal wires from at least the top third of the root ball.

4.1f planting a container or bare root tree, spread out the roots so that
they are not wrapped around each other or the root flare.

5. Backfill with existing unamended soil and pack lightly.

6. Water thoroughly,

7.Cover with 2-3" of muich, but do not allow the mulch to touch the trunk,

8. Prune only broken branches and remove any plastic tags.

Join Taking Root’s

Regional Campaign
for Reforestation

* Plant trees
* Volunteer
* Subscribe to our email

fist to learn about

For tree planting success

* Give young trees at least 10
gallons of water once a week
during the first three growing
$Qasons.

* Plant the right tree in the right
place — give it room to grow.

* Select the right species, size,
and shape, for the location,

* Remove invasive plants, like
honeysuckie and callery pear.

¢ Tell your friends and family to
plant more trees!

3]
% Subscribe on our website and find more tree planting
and tree care tips at TakingRoot.Infol

Takin
Bo.nt_g

Presentations to Tree Commissions
* Trees 101
*  Pruning Tips

On Site Support

North Avondale Montessori School -
trained volunteers on how and
where to plant trees.

New Educational Materials

* Howto Planta Tree —
Successfully!

* Mulching Best Practices

Habitat for Humanity
Presented tree talk to new
homeowners
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Tree Talk & Brews

Informal gatherings on Tuesdays at local
establishments throughout our eight-
county area.

Save the Dates!

May 19: Oakley Pub & Grill, Oakley
Aug. 18: O’Bryon’s Bar & Grill, Newport
Nov. 17: Urban Artifact

Subscribe to our email list to
receive details

Scan to subscribe on

Taking Root’s website
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Trees Make a Difference Day Oraanizer:

Organizer:
Trees were grown from Gayle Ficken-

Oct. 2025 seed collected at Spring Clarke

Grove Cemetery and other
48 Trees Sold sites in southwest Ohio Contact
: R/ e e ssersmery - Madd @ takingroot.info

Program Partners

Taking

Hout

HEASPRING GROVE

Ohl-n K-n‘h.l lndlln.
R cil of G =rul
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mailto:madd@takingroot.info

Tree for Me Tool

Makes registrations for tree

distributions easy of new trees by species

Wyl B e g AR T -
WA TN T AN, o v
\

. g 3 : .
e, B '}:,. 5 i SN .t g
M ¢ g e oy ’ : » . g 4

1

Tree for Me
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RegisTree

Make your trees count

Register your tree plantings to
count toward our 2 million goal.

It's quick and easy.

RegisTree form is on our website
Takingroot.info

RegisTree

Make your newly planted tree(s) count

toward Taking Root's goal of 2 million |

new trees — one for everyone in the
region! Total number of trees planted
is updated periodically.

327,991

TREES PLANTED

‘to counttowardour2
million goal. It's quick and
easy.

Make your tree(s) count

.9 My ANt
y - o "I
.”;”'( ﬁ:.}"

(I)Tahingltmt

RegisTree

e sy Tresa Planssd st by at 3300

Mamsa [Hume of crganiration, utinean, e o offurwis your nam|

Sl O i g ¢
Miriprn oy, e dpecial Chareciiers o MO
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Our Board Members

David
Gamstetter,
Member At-Large

Lauren Enda, Jim Vogt, Susan Fox, Patti Benigni

Treasurer Dold, Secretary

President Vice President

Mike Bresler Julie Collins Liz Fet Sincerrai Gentry
Jack Mangan m Travis Miller Kevin O'Dell Suzanne Parkey

Jodie Zultowsky

Pat Greeson
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Get Involved!

Volunteer Opportunities

* Digital communications, marketing,
public relations, design
 Education
 Lead programs, projects
e Grants/Fundraising
* Tree stewardship, plantings
* Serve on the Board
* Experts
* Horticulturists
* Tree Professional Experts
e Event planners

Subscribe to our email list to learn

about upcoming opportunities
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* Mini Forest Plantings

* Tree Professionals Seminar
* Great Tree Summit

e Community Plantings

* Tree for Me Giveaways

Email us if you are interested or have
questions at info@TakingRoot.info
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Thank you to our

None of this year’s work would be possible withoutthe =
generosity of donors, sponsors, volunteers, and partners ~ i
who believe in the importance of trees. This support aIIows"‘;;‘fs;? NS
this all-volunteer organization to direct most of its
resources toward planting, protecting, and promoting the f'-.", o
benefits of healthy trees throughout our region.

P k-
% -y v
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Support Our Mission

> <

Taking Root

Campaign
Donations go to
operational costs

Tree Fund

Donations go to
tree plantings
& distributions

-

Jenr’ﬁ/ Gulick
Memorial Fund

Donations go to
tree plantings
& distributions
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New ways to support Taking Root

Kroger Card Legacy Gifts

Legacy Gifts — Help Taking Root plant trees for our future

through various types of planned giving, such as leaving a

bequest in a will or contributing directly from an IRA (for
Required Minimum Distribution — which will save on taxes).

Visit http://www.kroger.com. Once
logged into their Kroger account you
can search for Taking Root either by
name or RD740 and then click Enroll.
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